SS Peter and Paul (A)

Mass Times and Intentions
Divine Office — Psalter Week 1

Saturday 27™ June

5.30pm | People of the Parish
Sunday 28" June 11.00am | Wedding Anniversary
Tuesday 30" June 9.30am | Holy Souls
Wednesday 1 July 7.00pm | Ken Fidler
Thursday 2™ July 9.30am | Eunice Garforth
Saturday 4 July 5.30pm | People of the Parish
Sunday 5" July 11.00am | Paul and Ann Lowrey

Sunday Liturgy

Proper of the Mass p- 170
/ Profession of Faith Nicene p. 11
~ Preface SS Peter & Paul p. 69
E Eucharistic Prayer Prayer 2 p. 24

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention for June

& For the value of Sports. Let us pray that sports be an instrument of peace,
* encounter, and dialogue among cultures and nations, and that they
promote values such as respect, solidarity, and personal growth.
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June is the month of the Sacred Heart. The Church celebrates the Solemnity of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus on the Friday following the second Sunday after Pentecost,
which this year is on16th June. Of all devotions, devotion to the Sacred Heart was,
and remains, one of the most widespread and popular in the Church.

Archdiocese of Liverpool. Registered Charity No. 1199714

Saints Peter and Paul (A)
28" June 2026

Today, we remember and celebrate two of Gods’
most unlikely heroes; St Peter and St Paul. Each in
their own way carried on the mission and ministry of
Jesus by proclaiming the gospel through their words
and actions as missionary disciples in the early
church.

The gospels tell us that Peter had known Jesus for at
least three years and was one of his closest friends
and followers. He saw Jesus work miracles, was with
him at the Last Supper and witnessed everything that
). happened to him. Famously, he denied that he even
knew Jesus the night before the crucifixion - Peter
lost faith in Jesus, but Jesus never lost faith in Peter! When Jesus appeared to his friends
after the resurrection, he asked Peter not once, but three times whether he loved him. When
Peter said he did love him, Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.....look after my sheep... feed
my sheep.” So Peter, the very one who denied and disowned Jesus was called, chosen and
entrusted with the responsibility of leading this new group of people called ‘The Christians’
which would eventually become the Church, the People of God. Given his history, no one
in their right mind would have picked Peter to lead the new church! But as we know, God’s
ways are not our ways and he doesn’t choose the powerful, the wealthy, the clever or the
important but rather the least likely who have the most potential.

Paul never actually met Jesus, but he did experience Jesus in a most profound way. He was
a Jew of high standing, entrusted with hunting down, and if necessary killing these new
Christians. He watched as Stephen, the first martyr was stoned to death. They were a threat
to everything Paul (then called Saul) believed and held sacred - his Jewish faith and the
Law. But on the road to Damascus, he heard these words, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you
persecuting me?’ By persecuting the followers of Jesus, Saul was persecuting Jesus himself.
And so Saul became Paul, the greatest missionary of the early Church. These two men are
role models for us of what it means to be a follower of Jesus today. Jesus called Peter who
denied him and Paul who persecuted him to be his witnesses; so why wouldn’t the same
Jesus call us today to be his witnesses and followers?
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@@ Offertory Collection/Donations
If you do not have any cash you can donate by scanning
this QR code with a smart phone.
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Peter’s Pence Collection

The annual collection for Peter’s Pence takes place on the Solemnity of St Peter and St Paul
(this Sunday) each year. This collection originated in England under the Saxons and spread
throughout the world, and is used for the Holy Father's apostolic and charitable ministry in
his mission of service to the whole world. Thanks you for your generosity.

Annual Lourdes Mass

The Lourdes Mass before the departure of the Archdiocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes will take
place at 3.00pm on Saturday 19 July at the Metropolitan Cathedral. Archbishop John
Sherrington will preside and all are welcome.

Annual Yewtree Cemetery Mass

The Mass at Yewtree Cemetery for those buried there will be offered at 3.00pm on Sunday
12% July. Since this is a open air Mass you will need to bring appropriate clothing for the
weather, and if you want to sit down you will have to bring your own chair.

Sea Sunday

Seafarers and fishers play a vital role in all of our lives, but they often work in difficult,
hazardous conditions. Sea Sunday is Sunday 12th July. It is when the Church prays for all
those who live and work at sea. You can donate by texting ‘SEA’ to 70460 to donate £5.

A Mother’s Warmth Icon Exhibition

The Metropolitan Cathedral will be hosting Mother’s Warmth, an exhibition by Bulgarian
artist and iconographer Ian Kostov. Through contemporary artwork inspired by the image
of the Virgin Mary as Mother, the exhibition considers how compassion and care for one
another can bring hope and healing in a divided world marked by division, anxiety and
conflict. Admission free, and the exhibition is open from 30™ June — 30™ August.

L8 Interfaith Walk

On Thursday 2" July St Philip Neri Church are organising a community walk to learn about
faiths and explore our places of worship in L8. Starting with a tour of St Philip Neri at Spm,
the walk will take you to the Greek Orthodox Church of St Nicholas, Princes Road
Synagogue, Al Rahma Mosque, finishing with a meal at the World Faith Café at 8:15pm.

Feast Days This Week

Monday SAINTS PETER AND PAUL — The pillars of the Church of Rome. St Peter was the

first among the Apostles, and always took the initiative when the Apostles were
with Jesus. He denied his Master three times just before Jesus’ crucifixion, but
after his Resurrection Jesus confirmed him three times in his love. He is
recognised as the first Pope.
St Paul is probably the most powerful personality in the history of the Church. At
first he bitterly persecuted the infant Church, but after his dramatic conversion on
the road to Damascus he became the Church’s greatest missionary, preaching the
Good News to the whole of the known world in three great missionary journeys.
Both these Apostles made the ultimate sacrifice of giving up their lives in
martyrdom for the Faith.

Tuesday The First Martyrs of the Sea of Rome — These were Christians who were
martyred in the city of Rome during the persecution of the Emperor Nero in AD64.
The event is recorded by, amongst others, both Tacitus and Pope Clement I.

Wednesday St Oliver Plunkett — He was educated at the Irish College in Rome, but after his
Ordination he was unable to return to Ireland because of the Cromwellian
persecution. He remained in Rome for fifteen years until his nomination as
Archbishop of Armagh in the year 1669. He was arrested during the Popish Plot,
condemned on the testimony of perjured witnesses and executed at Tyburn in the
year 1681. He was canonised in 1975.

Thursday St Bernardo Realino — He was born into a noble family on the island of Capri,
Italy, in the year 1530. After receiving a devout Christian education from his
mother he went to study medicine at the University of Bologna, but switched to
Law and received his doctorate in 1563. Word of his learning, dedication and legal
brilliance spread rapidly, and he was summoned to Naples to become Lieutenant
General. Shortly afterwards he realised that he had a religious vocation, joined the
Jesuits and was ordained priest in 1567. For three years he worked unstintingly at
Naples in the service of the poor, and was then sent to Lecce, where he spent the
last forty two years of his life. He was a model confessor, a diligent teacher of the
Faith, a dedicated shepherd of souls with particular devotion to the poor. So much
was he loved and appreciated by his people that as he lay on his death bed the
city’s magistrates formally requested that he should take the city under his
protection. He died in the year 1616.

Friday St Thomas — he is renowned among the Apostles because of his lack of faith
which was dispelled when the Risen Christ appeared to him. He proclaimed what
is in fact the Easter faith of the Church when he said “My Lord and my God”.
Nothing certain is known about his life apart from what is given in the Gospels,
but tradition has it that after the Resurrection he preached in India, where he is
said to have been martyred by a spear near Madras.

Saturday St Elizabeth of Portugal — She was born of the Royal Family of Aragon in the
year 1271. As a girl she was given in marriage to the King of Portugal, by whom
she had two sons. She overcame many trials and difficulties by prayer and works
of charity. Her humble disposition, devotion to God and life of virtue made her a
widely respected figure at Court. When her husband died she gave her worldly
goods to the poor and took the habit of the Third Order of St Francis. While
effecting a reconciliation between her son and son-in-law she died year 1336.




