
18th Sunday of the Year (A)  
Mass Times and Intentions 

Divine Office – Psalter Week 1 
Saturday 1st August 
 

5.30pm David John Morris  

Sunday 2nd August 
 

11.00am 
 

People of the Parish 

Tuesday 4th August 
 

9.30am Private Intention 

Wednesday 5th August 
 

10.30am 
 

Requiem Mass – Teresa Cash 

Thursday 6th August 
 

9.30am 
 

Holy Souls 

Saturday 8th August 
 

5.30pm People of the Parish 

Sunday 9th August 11.00am George Ross 
 

 

Sunday Liturgy 
Proper of the Mass     p. 111 
Profession of Faith  Nicene    p.   11 
Preface   Sundays V  p.   67 
Eucharistic Prayer  Prayer 3  p.   27 
 

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention for August 
For evangelisation in the city. Let us pray that in large cities often 
marked by anonymity and loneliness we find new ways to proclaim the 
Gospel, discovering creative paths to build community. 

 
 

August is the month of the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Her heart is venerated 
because it is the seat of her love, especially for her Divine Son, and for us after 
Jesus, as he died on the cross, declared her to be our Mother. 
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18th Sunday of the Year (A) 
2nd August 2026 

In the First Reading, from the Prophet Isaiah  we hear 
God speaking through the Prophet to the people of Israel 
sometime shortly after the return of the exiles from 
Babylon. A great famine has developed and the people 
are hungry, but they do nothing about it. God's words 
are intended to wake them up and have them call upon 
the “Holy One of Israel” to help them as He promised 
He would help King David. This promise went beyond 
alleviating hunger; it included His never ending 
watchfulness or guidance, including eternal salvation. 

 
The Responsorial Psalm  gives us the psalmist's view of God's benevolence and compassion 
in poetic form. Although this is a small portion of the psalm, we should listen carefully to 
the words and their meaning because we can learn a great deal about God from them.  
In the Second Reading, from St. Paul's Letter to the Romans we hear one of Paul's strange 
statements on spiritual reality. In this day of so-called “reality shows,” let us look and listen 
to Paul's comments about God's divine compassion and faithfulness that have been a reality 
from the beginning of time and will be so until the end of time.  
The Gospel Reading is from Matthew. This is the familiar story of Jesus feeding five 
thousand people. Rather than focus on the miracle as most people do, let us look at the 
compassion that is present in the person of Jesus. People from all over Galilee have brought 
their sick or handicapped friends or family to be healed by Jesus. He not only heals their 
physical needs, but also their spiritual needs. Then He has pity on their lack of food and 
challenges the apostles to give them food to sustain their bodies. Because this would be 
impossible for any man or woman to do sufficiently, Jesus does it for them. In this act we 
see a preview of the Eucharist that is to come. The Eucharist is truly food for the soul just 
as bread is food for the body, but something greater is happening in this scene. It is also a 
preview of God's eternal love that will sustain all humankind through all eternity  
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Offertory Collection/Donations 
If you do not have any cash you can donate by scanning 
this QR code with a smart phone. 
 

 

Evening Prayer with the Apostolic Nuncio 
All are invited to assemble as our archdiocesan family at the Metropolitan Cathedral of Christ 
the King on Sunday 13 September at 3pm for the culmination of the Apostolic Nuncio’s visit to 
the archdiocese. This date coincides with the 175th anniversary of the establishment of the 
Metropolitan Chapter of Liverpool. The celebration with take the form of Evening Prayer sung 
in the Cathedral. There will be a drinks reception after in the Crypt. 
 

Mass on Holiday 
When you are on holiday, especially in a foreign country, it can be difficult to find Sunday Mass. 
The website www.masstimes.org has listings of times and places for Mass all over the world. 

 

St Edmund Arrowsmith 
The annual pilgrimage to the Holy Hand of St Edmund Arrowsmith takes place on Sunday 30th 
August at the Church of St Oswald and St Edmund Arrowsmith, Liverpool Road, Ashton-in-
Makerfield, WN4 9NP. Mass will be celebrated by at 3.00pm, followed by Veneration of the 
Holy Hand. The Principal Celebrant will be Fr John Hogan of the Diocese of Meath, Ireland. He 
is the author of the most recent CTS booklet on the life of St Edmund Arrowsmith. All are 
welcome! 

 

Commemoration of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
Pax Christi invites you to join a commemoration of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima, in the 
Peace Garden, St John's Garden, (behind St. George’s Hall) on Aug 6th. (10.45 am) On Sun, Aug 
9th, the anniversary of the bombing of Nagasaki. they will be leading a ‘Lanterns for Peace 
Service ' on the steps of St. Luke's Bombed Out Church (top of Bold St) at 2.00 pm. Enquiries: 
07591 082195. 

 

Pilgrimage Mass in honour of Blessed Dominic Barberi 
Mass in honour of Blessed Dominic Barberi will be celebrated at St Anne and Blessed Dominic, 
Monastery Road, Sutton, at 12.00pm on Monday 31st August. The Principal Celebrant will be 
Bishop Tom Neylon. 

 

Feast Days This Week 
Monday St Peter of Anagni – Born in Salerno, Italy, he entered the Benedictine Order and so 

distinguished himself as a monk that Pope Gregory VII appointed him Bishop of 
Amagni. As bishop he improved the spiritual welfare of the city, built a new cathedral, 
and promoted the First Crusade to the Holy Land, a venture in which he himself 
participated. Pope Urban II sent him to Constantinople as papal legate to the Byzantine 
Empire. He died in 1105 and was canonised by Pope Paschal II just four years later. 

Tuesday St John Mary Vianney – He was born at Lyons, the son of a farmer, in 1786. He was 
a shepherd on his father’s farm and received little schooling. He reached the priesthood 
with great difficulty (especially Latin) and after Ordination was put in charge of the 
backward parish of Ars, and by his forthright preaching, personal mortification, prayer 
and charity he transformed the small community and increased it in a wonderful way. 
He excelled in counselling and his help to those who came to the sacrament of 
reconciliation was renowned, and people flocked to him from great distances so that 
he would hear confessions for up to 16 hours a day. During his life he became known 
internationally, and people would come from great distances to hear his sermons.  He 
died in 1859, and is the model and patron of Parish Priests. He is known universally as 
the “Cure d’Ars”. 

Wednesday The Dedication of the Basilica of St Mary Major – The doctrine of Mary, Mother of 
God, was solemnly proclaimed at the Council of Ephesus (431) and afterwards Pope 
Sixtus III (432-440) erected a Basilica at Rome on the Esquiline Hill in honour of the 
Holy Mother of God, later to be known as St Mary Major. This is the oldest and also 
the largest Church in the West dedicated to Our Blessed Lady. 

Thursday THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD 
Friday St Sixtus II – As Pope in  257 Sixtus resumed relationships with St Cyprian and the 

churches of Africa and Asia Minor, which had been broken off by his predecessor on 
account of the controversy on the validity of heretical baptism. He suffered martyrdom, 
along with four deacons, under the Emperor Valerian and was executed on 6th August 
while celebrating Mass in the catacombs. 

 St Cajetan – Born in the year 1480, he was an Italian lawyer and founder both of the 
Theatine Order and confraternities of clergy and laity for the service of the sick and 
the poor. His Order was at the forefront of Church reform, establishing the first “credit 
unions” to help the poor in repayment of debts. Worn out by his work,  his doctors tried 
to persuade him to rest on a softer bed than the bare boards he slept on, but Cajetan 
answered, “My saviour died on a cross. Let me die on wood at least.” He died in the 
year 1547. 

Saturday St Dominic – He was born at Calaruega in Spain about the year 1170, and was trained 
for the priesthood by a priest uncle. He studied theology at Palencia and became a 
canon of the cathedral of Osma. He preached against the Albigensian heresy, which he 
encountered in the Languedoc when he was on a journey through France, and because 
of the example of his own life this bore much fruit. In order to carry on and increase 
this work he gathered around him a group of companions and formed the Order of 
Preachers (Dominicans). He wanted the Houses of the Order to be centres of sacred 
learning, the friars devoted to study, teaching, preaching and prayer. Dominic himself 
was an excellent organiser and a pioneer in representative government. His Order 
served an acute need in the Church. He met St Francis of Assisi and greatly respected 
him. He died at Bologna on 6th August 1221. 
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