Corpus Christi (A)

Mass Times and Intentions
Divine Office — Psalter Week 2

The Roman Catholic Parish of %8

= ! ﬁ Our Lady Help of Christians
; Portico Lane, Prescot, L34 2QT

Administrator: Fr Andrew Rowlands VF
Deacon: Rev Tom Simms :
Email: smaaa@rcaol.org.uk Tel. 0151 546 9687

Saturdéy 6 June 5.30pm | People of the Parish

Sunday 7" June 11.00am | Ken Fidler

Tuesday 9" June 9.30am | Eileen Thompson (Anniversary)
Wednesday 10" June 7.00pm | Maureen Pearson and Family
Thursday 11" June 9.30am | Ellen Williamson

Friday 12" June 11.00am

Sacred Heart of Jesus

Saturday 13™ June 5.30pm | Joseph Gorman

Sunday 14" June 11.00am | People of the Parish

Sunday Liturgy

Proper of the Mass p. 83
Profession of Faith Nicene p. 11
Preface Eucharist | p. 65
Eucharistic Prayer Prayer 2 p. 24

The Holy Father’s Prayer Intention for June

% For the value of Sports. Let us pray that sports be an instrument of peace,
> encounter, and dialogue among cultures and nations, and that they
promote values such as respect, solidarity, and personal growth.
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June is the month of the Sacred Heart. The Church celebrates the Solemnity of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus on the Friday following the second Sunday after Pentecost,
which this year is on16th June. Of all devotions, devotion to the Sacred Heart was,
and remains, one of the most widespread and popular in the Church.
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The Body and Blood of Christ (A)
7% June 2026

At the Last Supper during which Jesus first
offered himself to us through the breaking of
bread and pouring of wine, he asked that
when whenever we do this, we do it in
17 memory of him. So every time we celebrate
Y7 the Eucharist, we are remembering the Life,
‘ Death and Resurrection of Jesus. We present
simple things as gifts to God - bread and
wine - fruit of the earth and work of our
hands. God accepts our gifts, blesses them
and then through the power of the Holy
Spirit they become the Body and Blood of
Jesus.

G The Eucharist is an expression of God’s
m)t %Uﬁ!’ and %lﬂﬂh of Q]:f)lflﬁt eternal generosity and our response
therefore can only be to thank Him which is why whenever we receive the Body and Blood
of Jesus, we respond, Amen. But the Eucharist is not something to be taken for granted. As
Pope Francis reminds us, ‘The Eucharist is not a prize for the perfect, but a powerful
medicine and nourishment for the weak.’

During the early stages of the pandemic we remember the times when our church buildings
were closed to the public, when Mass continued, but only behind closed doors. Spiritual
rather than actual Communion became the norm. To find ourselves without access to the
sacraments, and in particular not being able to receive Holy Communion, was for many a
feeling of dislocation from the Church. As we come then to celebrate the feast of Corpus
Christi this year it is apt that we revisit the Mass and the celebration of the Eucharist as an
integral part of that celebration.

Today’s feast doesn’t just remind us about what we receive every time we celebrate the
Eucharist - it is fundamentally about who we are - we are the Church, the Body of Christ.
St. Augustine wrote, ‘Believe what you see, see what you believe and become what you are:
the Body of Christ.” When we say ‘Amen’ we are saying, ‘Yes, I believe that this is the
Body and Blood of Jesus and that I will become the Body of Christ to others.’
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Offertory Collection/Donations
If you do not have any cash you can donate by scanning
this QR code with a smart phone.
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50 Plus Group
The next meeting of the 50 Plus Group is at 2.00pm this coming Wednesday, 10" June, in the
Church Hall.

Cathedral Jubilee Flower Festival

The Metropolitan Cathedral in Liverpool celebrates its Diamond Jubilee in May 2027. As part
of the celebrations there will be a flower festival. We have registered our parish interest and are
wondering if anyone would like to join the team.

In 2017 seven ladies from the parish took part in the Golden Jubilee festival and we found it a
very rewarding experience. If you would like to be part of this very special event please contact
Angela Steward on 07706 056 856. Looking forward to hearing from you.

Pope Leo’s 1 Encyclical, Magnifica Humanitas

‘Humanity, created by God in all its grandeur, is today facing a pivotal choice: either to construct a
new Tower of Babel or to build the city in which God and humanity dwell together.” — Pope Leo XIV
signed his first encyclical on 15 May, the 135th anniversary of Pope Leo XIII’s Rerum Novarum. The
letter addresses one of today’s major challenges: safeguarding the human person in the age of Artificial
Intelligence. Pope Leo appeals for people to build ‘for the common good’ and to ‘remain human,’
acting in courage towards shared responsibility and communion, so that the world ‘will come to
recognise the human heart as the place where God desires to dwell.” Access the new encyclical at the
Vatican Website via: https://tinyurl.com/ymhbn238

Liverpool Bach Collective

The Liverpool Bach Collective aims to put on performances of J S Bach’s cantatas in churches in and
around Liverpool every month as part of Sunday Evening Prayer. The next event takes place at the
Church of Our Lady Immaculate and St Joseph, 1 West Street, Prescot, L34 1LE at 6.30pm on Sunday
21% June. The performance will feature Cantata 30, a joyful performance for the Prescot Festival which
celebrates the Feast of St John the Baptist. In this festive work, the usual instrumental ensemble are
joined by three trumpets and timpani.

Catholic Schools Academisation

In its new academy’s strategy “A Family in Christ: Our Future Together” the Archdiocese has just set
out plans to develop families of schools that will work collaboratively to secure and enhance future
Catholic education in the archdiocese. Schools will join one of 3 Catholic Multi Academy Trusts
(CMATS): = St Joseph Catholic Multi Academy Trust = Pope Francis Catholic Multi Academy Trust
(Pope Francis CMAT) = Our Lady of Lourdes North West —a new CMAT scheduled to be established
in 2027. The education model will reflect the emerging structures of parish life, after families of
parishes were introduced across the archdiocese and are now flourishing. Further information is
available on the Archdiocesan website.

Feast Days This Week

Monday

Tuesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

William of York — He was the son of Count Herbert, treasurer to King Henry 1.
William became treasurer of the Church of York at an early age and was elected
Archbishop of York in the year 1140. His election was challenged on the grounds of
simony and unchastity, and though he was cleared by Rome a new Pope, the Cistercian
Eugene 111, suspended him, and in the year 1147 he was deposed as Archbishop. He
then retired to Winchester where he led the austere life of a monk, practicing much
prayer and mortification. When his accusers died Pope Anastatius IV restored William
as Archbishop of York, but he died there only one month later in the year 1154. He
was canonised by Pope Honorius III in the year 1227.

St Columba — He was born in Ireland in the year 521 of royal blood, and might have
become High King of Ireland had he not chosen to be a priest. He founded monasteries
at Derry, Durrow and possibly Kells. He travelled to Scotland and with twelve
companions founded the monastery of Iona in the year 563, establishing a Benedictine
Abbey and a little cathedral. He combined his contemplative life with extraordinary
missionary activity. His mission led to the conversion of much of Scotland and the
north of England. He was described as a scholar, poet, scribe, spiritual guide and ruler
with a fearless commitment to God’s cause. He died in the year 597.

St Ephraem — He was born at Mesopotamia at the beginning of the 4th Century. He
converted to Christianity and was raised to the diaconate, though he declined ordination
to the priesthood through humility. As a deacon and monk at Edessa he vigorously
combatted the heresies of his time. He lived a life of solitude, and wrote many
devotional, theological and sometimes controversial writings. On the occasion of a
famine he overtaxed his strength while organising and administrating relief and caring
for the sick, and he died in the year 373.

St Barnabas — His name, which means “Son of Encouragement”, gives an insight into
this generous hearted leader of the Early Church. He was born in Cyprus and was one
of the first converts in Jerusalem. Originally called Joseph, on his conversion he sold
his property and gave the proceeds to the Apostles, who named him Barnabas, and then
he lived in common with the earliest converts to Christianity in Jerusalem. He
introduced St Paul to the other Apostle, went with him on his first missionary journey
and defended Gentile converts against the Judaizers. He preached in Antioch, took part
in the Council of Jerusalem and played a prominent role in the development of the
early Church. He returned to his native land to preach the Gospel where he died.
THE MOST SACRED HEART OF JESUS - Devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
can be traced back at least to the 11" Century. It developed from the spirituality of St
Bernard of Clairvaux in the 12 Century and St Gertrude in the 13" Century. The
beginnings of a devotion towards the love of God as symbolised by the heart of Jesus
are also found in the Fathers of the Church. The first liturgical feast of the Sacred Heart
was celebrated on 31* August 1670 in Rennes, France, and Pope Pius IX established
the Feast of the Sacred Heart as obligatory for the Universal Church to be celebrated
on the Friday within the octave of Corpus Christi. Since 2002 the Solemnity of the
Sacred Heart is also a Special Day of Prayer for the Sanctification of Priests.

The Immaculate Heart of Mary - At the beginning of the nineteenth century the
Apostolic See first approved the liturgical worship by which the Immaculate Heart of
the Virgin Mary is given due honour. The way was prepared for this cult by many holy
men and women. Pope Pius VII instituted the feast of the Most Pure Heart of Mary, to
be celebrated in a devout and holy way by all the dioceses and religious congregations,
which had requested it. Pope Pius XII instituted the Feast of the Immaculate Heart of
Mary in 1944 to be celebrated on 24" August, and in 1969 Pope Paul VI moved the
Feast to the day after the celebration of the Sacred Heart of Jesus.




